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his faith in obedience to a call from within, that unity
is only skin-deep. Why should we be ruffled by such,
movements? Only they must be genuine. If the Mal-
kanas wanted to return to the Hindu fold they had a
perfect right to do so whenever they liked. But no pro-
paganda can be allowed which reviles other religions.
For, that would be negation of toleration. The best
way of dealing with such propaganda is publicly to
condemn it. Every movement attempts to put on the
cloak of respectability. As soon as the public tear the
cloak down, it dies for want of respectability.
It is now time to examine the treatment of two
constant causes of friction.
The first is cow slaughter. Though I regard cow
protection as the central fact of Hinduism, central be-
cause it is common to classes as well as masses, I have
never been able to understand the antipathy towards
the Musalmans on that score. We say nothing about
the slaughter that daily takes place on behalf of English-
men. Our anger becomes red-hot when a Musalman
slaughters a cow. All the riots that have taken place in
the name of the cow have been an insane waste of effort.
They have not saved a single cow, but they have on the
contrary stiffened the backs of the Musalmans and
resulted in more slaughter. . . . Cow protection should
commence with ourselves. In no part of the world
perhaps are cattle worse treated than in India. I have
wept to see Hindu drivers goading their jaded oxen
with the iron points of their cruel sticks. The half-
starved condition of the majority of our cattle is a dis-
grace to us. The cows find their necks under the butcher's
knife because Hindus sell them. The only effective and
honourable way is to befriend the Musalmans and
leave it to their honour to save the cow. Cow protection

